VET EV AVE) 


O. K. A. 


BOX 4344 
BERKELEY, CA. 94704 SEE eR EET) 


Dear Sisters and Brothers: 


. 

Racism is a thing which affects all of us regardless’of our class or ethnic 
background. In fact, one of the ways in which our oppressors maintain their position 
is by using racism to divide the poor/working classes. This situation must continu. 
ally be struggled against. It cannot be assumed that as soon as a person realizes that 
they are oppressed because of their class Position, they will automatically shed the 
baggage of racial oppressor they carry with them, ; 

With this in mind I'd like to analyze the communique which appeared about 
July 13 from Central Command of the New World Liberation Front, I'd also like to 
look past this communique toward some related attitudes. This communique, titled 
“Revolutionary Justice", is racist! I assume this is the result of ignorance and not 
intent. The communique, (which accompanies this letter) refers to the 'Jewish-Amer- 
ican ruling class ,'' THERE IS NOSUCH THING! There are two ways of looking at 
the phrase: fi: would imply that among Jews there is a ruling class that controls 
the lives of the non-ruling class (oppressed) Jews. This is simply not true. There 
are no institutional or defacto structures among the Jewish people in America to legi- 
timize positions of racial or class oppression, There is no church hierarchy, such as 
exists among Roman Catholics and others, to define positions of power. Neither is 
there a national history from "the old country'' wherein Jews functioned as an oppressor 
class or ethnic grouping. In the main, from early medieval times until the last hundred 
years, Jews, as such, have been,by law and custom, kept out of the traditional class 
divisions of society. When Jews did function as part of the oppressive elite of a society, 
they functioned as individual oppressors from an oppressed ethnic minority operating 
within the confines set down and controlled by the non-Jewish ruling class. The vast 
majority of Jews were and are oppressed by the society in which they live as were and 
are the non-Jewish masses. Asa people, this is still true of Jews in America today-- 
though certainly there are individual Jews as wellas members of all other oppressed 
groups functioning as oppressors, both of their own people and society at large. Often 
Jews have been, as an entire ethnic group, simply kicked out of the country in which 
they lived. Frequently the Jews have been used by the ruling classes to take the minds 
of the oppressed masses of the ethnic majority off their real problems--away from 

" dealing with the real oppressor. There is much similarity between the pogroms waged 
against the Jews in eastern Europe in the 19th century to make the poor feel they were 
better than someone, to give them something harmless (to the ruling classes) to lash 
out against, and the way poor whites in this country are manipulated into broad attacks 
on Blacks, NativeAmericans, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans. 

The past century has seena qualitative change for the worse in the position of 
Jews. For the first time in history a people has been threatened with extermination- - 
not because they were an oppressive elite, not because they lost a war, not because 
they were occupying land someone else wanted, but on ideologic grounds-- simply be- 
cause of their ethnic backround: because they were Jews. It did not matter if you 
were a rich oppressor, laborer, peasant, shopkeeper, wanted to "convert", bea token, 
lackey,or anything. Your very existence as a Jew marked you for death, no matter what 
you did, and as German, Austrian, Italian and other armies advanced in World War II, 
no matter where you lived. It should be pointed out that this relatively new (not much 
more than a hundred years old) way of "dealing" with Jews was not simply an idea that 
popped out of Hitler's mind and took root in Germany. It developed in the 19th century 
and became a major public issue in France in the 1890's with the Dreyfus affair, 

The second way the NWLF reference to the 'Jewish-American ruling class" 
can be interpreted is to mean that the ruling class in America is Jewish or Jewish con- 
trolled, This absurdity is even more dangerous in its simplistic racist ignorance in 
that the same line is prevalent among rightists in this country, Ina broader context 
the views of many misguided or racist leftists and rightists parallel each other: the 
former talking about the international Jewish capitalist banking conspiracy and the lat- 
ter mouthing off about the international Jewish communist conspiracy. Contrary to 


* 


the implications of the NWLF, Jews are neither in control of nor rarely even allowed 
into the top ruling circles of government, the military, banking or industry except 

in secondary roles, In addition there are many extremely poor Jews, oppressed by 

the American ruling class, Which includes those Jews who function as oppressors or 
lackeys of the ruling class, But, the assertion that these jews constitute any kind of ru-° 
ling class themselves is absurd and must be removed from peoples minds along with 


The NWLF takes great pains to continually point out correctly the basic con- 
tradiction of class in revolutionary struggle, It is therefore even more disappointing 
to see them casually drop that analysis and subsitute an (incorrect!) racial analysis 
when discussing the question of Palestine and Israel, Such attitudes makes it exceed- 
ingly difficult to forge revolutionary unity, As revolutiotary struggle has developed 
in the U.S,, it has become more and more apparent that the essential nature. of the 
struggle is one of class, that the struggle is not one where each oppressed ‘group can 
go its own way somehow magically obtaining its freedom through separatist politics 
apart from the freedom of all other oppressed people. At the same time it has become 
clear that a broad, successful, necessarily class movement can only succeed by listen- 
ing to, learning from, and then moving on the particular oppression that is the objec- 
tive reality of various groups within: the scope of oppressed peoples. This is true 
whether we refer to Blacks, women, Jews or any of many other groups. It is often 
the lack of recognition by others within the revolutionary community that pushes pro- 
gressive people within these groups to view separatism as the only solution within 
which they will have the room to deal with the concrete conditions of their-own op- 
pression. In fact this is the main force behind the reasoning of many Jews leading 
to the false conclusion that an independent Jewish state is.the only hope for Jewish 
freedom. 

I suggest strongly that the NWLF study the history of the Jewish people, 
both in the U, S. and throughout its 4000 year history, Jews, God and History, a 
paperback by Max Dimont, Signet Books, would not be a bad place to begin, Talking 
to Jews would be another. As with our Black, Chicano, Native American,and other 
sisters and brothers, Jewish people are proud of their history. Many of us are just 
beginning to dig back to our roots to find out the truth and destroy the lies and myths 
that have been used to keep us down. And-we, like our'comrades from other ethnic 
backgrounds, demand respect, and will settle for nothing less! 

. .There are also.other aspects of the communique that need to be dealt with, 
The graphic showing the Jews as little old men with big noses and skull’caps is an 
example of basic racist stereotyping. I doubt that an NWLF graphic depicting Chi- 
cano pigs would portray them looking like the Frito Bandito: dripping grease! The 
caption says "Zionist Ruling Class Inc, '' while under itis a graph showing continual 
ly increasing profits, One "message!! people are supposed td get from this graphic is 
the ignorant racist stereotypes of Jews as moneygrubbers. ~The second'message" is 
that there is a Jewish-American Zionist ruling class whose motivation is the increased 
acquisition of capitalist profits. Having previously mentioned the contradiction of the 
idea of a Jewish-American ruling class and the racist characterization of the Jews, I 
want.to examine.the issue as it relates to Israel. Why is it that the ruling class, 
Jewish or not, stands to gain so much economically from the support of Israel and/or ° 
the denial of the rights of the Palestinian people? Israel possesses no appreciable na- 
tural resources, Israel possesses no cheap labor pool. ‘Israel does not possess much 
in the way of a market for the manufactured goods of imperilist America.” In geopoli- 
tical terms, the advantages of Israel are marginal, at best, to American interests. 
There is infinitely greater profit:to be made from the. resources of the Arab countries 
and Iran by American oil companies. Their is infinitely greter profit to bé made from 
these same countries by American corporations, such as Bechtel Construction, which 
can bring "home" a large share of the revenues that the Middle Eastern countries 
"make! by selling their oil. In terms of control of ithe area, the reactionary regimes, 
especially Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the gulf states, dre much more important toU.S, . 
interests than is Israel, 
: The simplistic "analysis" of the NWLF graphic just does not square with the 
facts. U.S. corporate business interests simply have no great economic stake in Israel, 
especially in comparison to the actual and potential stake in the rest of the Middle East. 

I would propose that the basic ruling class support of Israel, at this time, is 
not the result of economics as much as of racism and cultural chauvinism directed 
against Arabs. As the economic interests of American and intérnational capital come 
to be more involved in the Middle East, economic interest will’come to predominate over 
those of race and culture and support will;swing toward the’ Arab and Persian states. 


Another element of the communique, which represents an attitude pervasive 
on the left, is a lack of critical analysis concerning support for the Palestinians. As 
a revolutionary Jew Iam interested in separating justified support for the Palestinian 
people from anti-Jewish thoughts and actions that might opportunistically use the cause 
of the Palestinians for other purposes, Basically my scepticism of statements by the 
American left that it is not anti-Jewish comes from the disparity of its reactions to the 
struggle of the Palestinians and other struggles. Where were the cries of racism and 
genocide when one African tribe/people did in another (greased by French, British, 
Russian, and American oil hopes) during the Biafran war in which hundreds of thou- 
sands were killed? And where was the American revolutionary movement when mil- 
lions died in Bangladesh? Why was there so little interest in drawing up an analysis 
of a situation that found China and the U.S. jointly opposing the Soviet Union and India? 
Why was there so little response to a situation that involved much greater resources 
and hundreds of times as many deaths as are involved in Palestine/Israel? Where was 
the support of comrades here for the revolutionary left in Sri Lanka when the liberal 
left destroyed it with Chinese support? And where were the demonstrations and armed 
actions in support of the Czechs and Slovaks when Czechoslovakia was invaded by an 
imperialist Soviet military force proportionately larger than the one the U.S, used in 
Viet Nam? And what of the destruction wreaked by Idi Amin in Uganda against tribes/ 
peoples other than his own? Where were the reactions of the revolutionary left in this 
country when martial law was declared in Canada in 1970? 

These are only questions whose answers are the subject for further discussion. 
The essential point is that one expects consistancy of comrades and when it does not ap- 
pear to exist we must ask why. Is it really just the rights of the Palestinian people com- 
rades are concerned with, or is there a large anti-Jewish element involved? For Jews 
the questions must continually be asked in order to deal with actual or latent racism 
directed toward the Jewish people. And,as revolutionaries,we expect other comrades 
to demand no less consistancy from us, As a revolutionary and a Jew I wonder why 
there was so little discussion and virtually no criticism from American Revolutionaries 
when three Japanese, acting in the name of the Palestinian people, randomly massacred 
a bunch of people at Lod airport in Israel,when these same American revolutionaries, 
including the NWLF, were quick (and correctly so) to condemn the recent bombing of 
La Guardia airpert in'New York? Would it have made a difference if it turned out the 
action in New York was done by three Koreans to support the struggles of Native Amer- 
icans? Why is there virtually no protest against the reactionary Arab regimes? Why is 
it that Kissinger and the Shah of Iran are allowed to deal away the future of the Kurdish 
people in their struggle against Iraq? Why is Israel condemned for being a theocracy 
when nothing is said about Libya and other Arab nations whose societies are ruled 
under much more strict religious laws? Why cana group of commandos, acting in the 
name of the Palestinians, divide the passengers on a hijacked plane not on the basis 
of class, not even on the basis of whether they are Israeli, but on the basis of whether 
or not they are Jewish, and not have this denounced by revolutionaries as racism? 

Why is it correctly pointed out that, one way or another, hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were forced to leave their homes yet it is ignored that hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jews were forced to leave their homes in Arab countries, with no place to 
go except Israel, thereby further aggravating the problems of the Palestinians? Why 
is it that along with support for the Palestinians, there is no support given for the 
masses of the other Arab nations against their own oppressive rulers? Certainly the 
people of Saudi Arabia suffer more from their own government than from the Israelis. 
Why is there little discussion of the way repressive Arab regimes use, and often need, 
Israel to focus the attention of their own people away from the oppressive nature of 
their own situations? Where is the analysis by revolutionaries that would allow them 
to move against Arab regimes in the Middle East when those regimes act against 
progressives, including Palestinians, as is now happening in Lebanon? 

Jewish revolutionaries ask these questions ~--and want answers, answers 
that will show us that revolution for oppressed people means just that, and not revolu- 
tion for all oppressed people except Jews! This is the same demand made by revolu 
tionary Blacks, women,’ and Chicanos, among others. Only through unity will we be 
able to forge a successful revolutionary movement, And only through mutual respect 
and a dedication to understanding and struggling with comrades whose backgrounds are 
different than our own will we be able to create such unity. 

It has been suggested by a comrade that this paper has left out dealing with 
Zionism, This has been a conscious decision, The issue of the rights of the Palestinian 
people, Zionism, and anti-Jewish thoughts/actions, while interrelated at this point in 
time, each have a life of their own. My purpose in this preliminary paper is to merely 
ratch the surface of anti-Jew racism on the left, There is much more that can.and 


will be said, It is my hope that all comrades will partake in further discussion of the 
issues involved, Written feedback/analysis would be especially appreciated --with in- 
dication whether or not replies may be distributed/published. It is also my strong hop 
that my sister and brother Jews come out of the closet and deal with their own identi- 
ties, Unless we respect ourselves, we can't expect others to respect us! 

To all comrades I say: as a revolutionary I am committed to the struggles of 
all oppressed peoples; as a Jewish revolutionary I recognize my responsibility, more 
than that of my non-Jewish comrades, to advance revolutionary theory and practice 
among my people and to struggle against those Jews who are our common oppressors; 
and, as a Jew, I demand respect for and recognition of the rights of my people! 

UNITY IS THE SOLUTION 
O.K.A. Box 4344 Berkele Calif. 94704 August 7, 1976 
Following is the referred to communique from the New World Liberation Front 


REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE 


THE RAGE AND DETERMINATION OF OPPRESSED PEOPLE BOTH HERE AND A . 
ROUND THE WORLD CANNOT BE STOPPED, WE WILL CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THE RULING CLASS UNTIL THEY ARE NO LONGER CAPABLE OF BLEED 
ING POOR PEOPLE... 

If Rabin imposes the death penalty upon Palestinian freedom fighters, this will be met 
with swift revolutionary justice. We will retaliate against Zionist terrorism against 
Palestinian freedom fighters with swift action against the Jewish-American ruling 
class, These Zionist ruling class pigs will not butcher poor people fighting for a just 
life without suffering drastic repercussions. The Jewish -American ruling class can- 
not protect themselves well enough for a sufficient amount of time. They should con- 
sider this carefully. 

CONSIDER THIS We will show the Jewish -American ruling class how extremely 
vulnerable they are, here in the belly of the beast. Their lives will be in grave jeapordy 
if mad-dog Rabin imposes this massacre on the Palestinian people. 

Rabin's death threat to Palestinian freedom fighters would be the same as Ford and 
other ruling class Americans deciding to execute all Vietnamese "terrorists" (freedom 
fighters). Anyone engaged in armed combat against this "rich prey upon the poor" 
capitalist order is called a terrorist by these dogd but the Phoenix program which 
butchered 20, 000 civilians in Vietnam and other programs like COINTELPRO are 

never called terrorism by the ruling class butchers who implement them, they refer 

to them as "operations''. Brutal ''rich against the poor'' butchery is what it is here 

in Vietnam, Chile, Brazil, Iran, Haiti, South Korea, etc,.... 

The enemy of poor people around the world is the ruling class parasite (be they Jewish 
Chicano, white, black, asian or native american,... 

We call on all comrades to move against Jewish-American ruling class bloodsuckers if 
Rabin moves to massacre freedom fighters! These ruling class dogs are influential both 
here and in Israel and are extremely vulnerable! 

A second part of this communique dealt with another subject and is available on request. 


